
If you find yourself directing a dull scene that 
just isn’t working for you or the dialogue is 
a little flat, try creating some interesting 
blocking for your actors. 

move the actors

If for any reason it is important that the actors 
stay still, or it is too hard for them to move 
around, try moving the camera instead. 

move the camera

Lines where characters state the obvious can 
be made so much stronger when they are 
taken away because then we are left with 
the physicality of the actor, which often says so 
much more than words.

add or subtract 
dialogue
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Instead of having the actors 
sitting talking across from each other, 
have one of them get up and stand 
away from the other one. 

Try giving an actor a prop or something to 
play with during a scene. It’s very hard to play 
lines stlines straight, especially if the lines aren’t 
particularly dramatic. If you watch people in
real life, we rarely just sit and talk. We play with 
the pen in our hands, we twiddle the strap on 
our handbag, we run our hand across the sofa 
armrest. ..  

Blocking a scene during rehearsals is a very 
good idgood idea. It will allow you the time to make 
the scene interesting. If you wait until the 
shoot to make decisions about moving 
actors it can waste time as they learn 
their movements and you try to decide 
what you want.  

A shot of two actors talking can be made more 
interesting if you add a slow push in on a glider as 
they talk. It makes the audience feel like something 
is going to happen and draws them in.

Don’t just move the camera randomly to create 
movement. Think about how you can move the 
camecamera to emphasise conflict and drama in the scene.

What does tracking sideways from behind a character 
do to the scene as opposed to pushing in from 
the front? 

What happens if you follow up from the cup the 
character picks up, instead of getting a separate 
shot of the cup? 

One scene I was directing recently just wasn’t 
working. It was supposed to be a romantic 
meeting near the end of the film and it felt flat. I was 
really unsure what to do until I decided to ask one 
of the actors to add a question to which the other 
actor replied a short answer that actually added a bit of 
humour to the whole scenehumour to the whole scene. 

Suddenly the scene seemed to work and that tiny 
bit of dialogue felt like a full stop at the end of a 
sentence. 

There are other times where it is far more effective 
to take away dialogue. As long as it isn’t dialogue that
directly affects the plot, you shouldn’t be afraid to
lose lines in olose lines in order to make a scene really work.  

move the actors

move the camera

add or subtract dialogue
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When a scene really isn’t having any impact, it might help
to go back to what the scene is really about. 

Every scene should further the story in some way
or reveal something about your characters. 

If your script is written well, then you should be able to
find the purpose or the heart of the scene. 
With a boring sceneWith a boring scene, try and focus in on what the scene
is there for. 

Is it revealing something about a character?  Or revealing
a plot point? Once you know, discuss it with it your actors
and then ask them to improvise the scene with that in mind.

This may give you an idea of how to make the scene
work better and bring life back into it. 

Why not bring in a background character doing
something funny or strange behind your main
characters, to add interest? 

If that is too obvious, make it a prop. What if
during the scene, a light keeps flickering or
something in the room makes a strange noise?

TThis not only gives your actors something to 
respond to, but adds a bit of drama. Just make
sure it’s not so obscure that it confuses the audience.

Whatever it is it should make sense in the world
of your film. 

The best way to make sure a scene isn’t dull, is to 
rehearse it and rehearse it until you and your actors
get it right. 

Play it out, film it. Watch it back, discuss it. 
Try something else. 

Invite some friends to watch the rehearsal when you’re
rready and see how they react to the scene. 

Don’t just ask them, watch their body language and
expressions while the actors are performing,
that will be the most truthful response. You’ll know if
they look bored and can make a note of where they lost
interest. 

purpose of the scene

background activity

rehearsal is key


